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1 Document Control 

1.1 Authority 

Type Name Role 

Author Gareth Lewis Secretary 
Contributor Alan Parfitt Management Committee 

1.2 Release 

File Information 

Issue Type Release 
Issue Date 24/02/2023 
Current Version 1.0 
File Name Gwent Angling Society - Fishery Details and Beat Maps - Exchange VCAC 

1.3 History 

Version Date Comment Editor 

0.1 01/02/2023 Initial draft  
0.2 19/02/2023 Internal Committee review  
0.3 23/02/2023 Changes following internal Committee review  
1.0 24/02/2023 Release  
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2 Bailiff Information 
In the event that you are unable to contact the below bailiffs, please contact the Gwent Angling Society 

Secretary, Gareth Lewis, on 07540 813399. 

Beat Bailiff Contact Details 

Afon Sirhowy Gareth Lewis 07540 813399 
Usk - Pen y Worlod Mike Shaw 01873 853510 
Usk - Abergavenny Paul Slaney TBC 
Usk - Llan Farm Alan Parfitt 01495 247549 
Wye - Boughrood Robert Wheatcroft 07421 740109 
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3 Gwent Angling Society Rules 
1. Fishing will be: 

By artificial fly only and spinning for salmon within National Resources Wales/Environment 

Agency restrictions on the River Usk and River Wye. Fly Fishing only on the Afon Sirhowy. 

a. That any spinner for salmon shall be fitted with a single barbless hook only. 

b. That all hooks for both trout and salmon be barbless. 

2. All lead weights are banned. 

3. Members, and their guests (if appropriate), may only fish with one rod at a time. 

4. Coaching/Instruction by anyone other than a qualified registered coach nominated by the club is 

forbidden. 

5. The limit of fish for guest permit holders is: 

i. Brown Trout ς All fish to be returned. 

ii. Grayling ς All fish to be returned. 

iii. Salmon ς As per NRW byelaws. Fly fishing only for salmon from 1st September on the 

River Wye. 

iv. Sea Trout ς As per NRW byelaws. 

6. ¢Ǌƻǳǘ ƻǊ {Ŝŀ ¢Ǌƻǳǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ф κноŎƳǎ ŀƴŘ {ŀƭƳƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ му κолŎƳǎ ƻǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ оƭōǎ ƛƴ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ Ƴǳǎǘ 

be returned. 

All should be aware of the differences between the species of trout, sea trout and salmon. 

7. Members and guests must comply with the Rules and Byelaws of the Environment Agency and 

the Society. Each person on the water must carry their membership card, or guest ticket 

together with the appropriate E.A. licence, at all times when fishing. Production must be made 

to the Society appointed bailiff or any member of the Society on request. Any refusal or failure 

to do so may be construed as a breach of Section 8 of the constitution. 

8. All persƻƴǎ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ƪŜŜǇ ŀ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŦƛǎƘ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

returns to the Catch Returns Officer by 31st October each season. 

i. That each member reports to the Secretary within 24 hours the catching of a salmon on 

any of the beats managed by the Society, so that accurate records can be maintained for 

the owners of those beats. 

9. The Committee have the right to expel from the Society any person who may, in their opinion, 

have committed any gross breach of the rules or who may have acted in a manner likely to bring 

the Society into disrepute or in a manner contrary to the interests of the Society or its members. 

10. Members must respect property, crops hedges and fences and pay attention to the opening and 

closing of gates. 

11. Strict precautions must be taken to prevent pollution. Anyone causing damage to banks, bushes 

or trees or leaving litter or waste tackle faces expulsion. 

12. No radio or similar appliance shall be operated on the fisheries to the annoyance of others. 

13. Members are required to pull 50 Himalayan Balsam plants per visit to any of our beats. 

14. The taking or disturbance of birds or their eggs or nests is prohibited. 

15. Vehicles must be parked so as not to obstruct roads or gateways.  

  



 

Gwent Angling Society - Fishery Details and Beat Maps - Exchange VCAC 5 

4 Afon Sirhowy 
Offering truly wild, small stream fishing, the Afon Sirhowy is a double-bank fishery running from 

Bedwellty Pits down to Markham, with only a short, non-fisable break inbetween. The river also runs 

through a tunnel at the old Markham Colliery site so you may need to scramble up over to continue 

upstream or downstream.  

The river, apart from Bedwellty pits, travels through a deep wooded valley so access is not easy for 

most of its length unless you follow the below instructions. 

Care is to be taken when fishing this trully wild fishery as scrambling/hiking is likely, requiring decent 

fitness.  

 



 

Gwent Angling Society - Fishery Details and Beat Maps - Exchange VCAC 6 

4.1 Parking & Access - Bedwellty Pits 

Google Maps - https://goo.gl/maps/HaRbPcSkhznQTa159  

This tiny hamlet gives easy parking with the river right in front of you. Our water is downstream of the 

houses and is mostly through open meadows until the valley starts to narrow again. 

 

 
Parking at Bedwellty Pits - Turn off the A4048 (Newport Road) towards Bedwellty Pitts. 

https://goo.gl/maps/HaRbPcSkhznQTa159
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Parking at Bedwellty Pits - At he bottom of the hill, at the crossroad, continue on and park, ensuring not to 

block any gates. 
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4.2 Parking & Access - Hollybush 

Google Maps - https://goo.gl/maps/tGezNE7AXDfTbAVp8  

This is probably the easiest, most convenient, and secure place to park and gives access to the middle 

stretch of the club waters.  

Turn off the main road and follow the road down to the parking area at William Street, off Railway 

Terrace. From here you can follow the old railway track (now a surfaced walkway) south for several 

hundred yards, where you will see a steep footpath leading down to the river bridge. 

You can work your way downstream for some distance to the old colliery tunnel, fishing back up, or 

work your way upstream. If you fish upstream, then you will eventually reach another footbridge, 

which you can then use to walk back to you car. 

 

https://goo.gl/maps/tGezNE7AXDfTbAVp8
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Parking at Hollybush - Turn off the A4048 (Newport Road), and continue down onto Railway Terrace. 

 
Parking at Hollybush - Parking at William Street, just off and below Railway Terrace. 
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4.3 Parking & Access - Markham Colliery 

Google Maps - https://goo.gl/maps/NQT2UTx4MGiCjUaV7  

There is a large parking area just below the village of Markham. From there you can walk down 

towards the old colliery site on the other side of the valley. You will need to scramble down a very 

steep wooded embankment or hike downstream of the river tunnel to get to the river so it will not 

suit everyone. Note, the parking here is not close to any houses, so your car is more vulnerable. 

 

https://goo.gl/maps/NQT2UTx4MGiCjUaV7
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Parking at Markham Colliery - Turn off the A4048 (Newport Road) and park in the large parking area. 
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4.4 Parking & Access - Manmoel Crossing 

Google Maps - https://goo.gl/maps/e6skTn37qvMudyCx9  

From the A4048 (Newport Road) from Argoed to Markham, there is a narrow lane leading onto 

Manmoel Crossing, and which takes you down to the river at the bottom of our water. 

 

 
Parking at Manmoel Crossing - Turn right (northbound) off the A4048 (Newport Road) and continue down 

Manmoel Crossing. 

https://goo.gl/maps/e6skTn37qvMudyCx9
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Parking at Manmoel Crossing - Parking is opposite the house and before the bridge (the downstream fishing 

boundary). Please ensure not to block any gates. 
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5 River Usk - Pen y Worlod 
The River Usk at Pen y Worlod offers offers single bank fishing (right-hand bank looking downstream) 

for some 1.5 miles upstream of Llanfoist Bridge, Abergavenny. The beat ends some 50 yards above 

the Monument Pool. 

 

5.1 Parking & Access 

Parking for this beat can be found beside the Bridge Inn (on-road parking only, do not park in the 

.ǊƛŘƎŜ LƴƴΩǎ ŎŀǊ ǇŀǊƪ) near Llanfoist Bridge or, alternatively, in the car park behind Kwik fit. 

Alternatively, there is limited parking at the end of the track which leads past the cemetery, just 

beyond the cottage entrance (secured gated enclosure) next to the gate giving entry to the field. 

Please park as appropriately as possible in order for others to use the parking area. 

ω Google Maps - Kwik Fit - https://goo.gl/maps/prtcptS9jszzMe2YA 

ω Google Maps - On-Road nr Bridge Inn - https://goo.gl/maps/ztDxWKNR4jxk4ZRb8  

ω Google Maps - Past Cemetery Parking - https://goo.gl/maps/Dv7a3RAbzDPG1H3C8  

  

https://goo.gl/maps/prtcptS9jszzMe2YA
https://goo.gl/maps/ztDxWKNR4jxk4ZRb8
https://goo.gl/maps/Dv7a3RAbzDPG1H3C8
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6 River Usk - Abergavenny 
The River Usk at Abergavenny offers offers single and doublebank fishing below our Pen y Worlod 

beat, down to and under the A470 road bridge. 

 

6.1 Parking & Access 

Parking for this beat can be found beside the Bridge Inn (on-road parking only, do not park in the 

.ǊƛŘƎŜ LƴƴΩǎ ŎŀǊ ǇŀǊƪύ ƴŜŀǊ [ƭŀƴŦƻƛǎǘ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ƻǊΣ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜƭȅΣ in the A470 layby. 

ω Google Maps - Kwik Fit - https://goo.gl/maps/prtcptS9jszzMe2YA 

ω Google Maps - On-Road nr Bridge Inn - https://goo.gl/maps/ztDxWKNR4jxk4ZRb8  

ω Google Maps - A465 Layby - https://goo.gl/maps/unZcF8tnnUdRW7g7A  

  

https://goo.gl/maps/prtcptS9jszzMe2YA
https://goo.gl/maps/ztDxWKNR4jxk4ZRb8
https://goo.gl/maps/unZcF8tnnUdRW7g7A
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7 River Usk - Llan Farm 
This beat, whilst relatively small, offers secluded, singlebank fishing just downstream of Chainbrdge.  

 

  



 

Gwent Angling Society - Fishery Details and Beat Maps - Exchange VCAC 17 

7.1 Parking & Access - Llan Farm 

Google Maps - https://goo.gl/maps/SBByQBsWZPmg1eB99  

The parking for the beat is behind a padlocked gate (please contact the Gwent Angling Society 

Secretary for the padlock pin ahead of time).  

To reach the gate, from Abergavenny take the A4042 towards Pontypool/Newport. 

Turn left at the Goytre Arms public house and drive for 100 yards. On travelling over the rail bridge 

turn immediately right into Plough Road and continue for approximately 1 mile as you pass the Goytre 

Football club on your left-hand side.  

Continue along the road and you will come to a sharp left bend with a cottage on the right. Be aware 

that this is a dangerous corner so take your time. 

Continue for 50 yards and you will come to a crossroads junction. Turn left here and travel for 

300yards. On your right, you will see a group of three houses and beside the last house on the right is 

a field with a gate (Google Maps - https://goo.gl/maps/SBByQBsWZPmg1eB99). A combination 

padlock secures this, the number for which is available via the Gwent Angling Society Secretary. Please 

ensure the gate is locked when you have entered/exited the field. 

Travel down the track to a second gate, then continue some 200 yards to the bottom of the hill and 

park in the grass layby. Note, others use this track so please do not block the road. 

Access the beat by climbing the style beside the farm gate. This runs from that hedge line upstream 

to the near side of the wood on the left-hand bank looking upstream. 

 
Parking at Llan Farm - Access via the padlocked gate off Llan Lane. Continue down the track to the Gwent 

Angling Society parking area. 

  

https://goo.gl/maps/SBByQBsWZPmg1eB99
https://goo.gl/maps/SBByQBsWZPmg1eB99
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7.2 Parking & Access - Chainbridge 

Google Maps - https://goo.gl/maps/r4X3kmxn17SpEdQs6 

Alternative parking is available in the layby on Chainbridge Road, near the pub at Chainbridge. Please 

do not use the pub carpark unless visiting the pub. Once parked, access to the beat is via the Usk Valley 

Walk public right of way (see map for more details). 

 
Parking at Chainbridge - Heading away from the Chainbridge pub, note the layby on the lefthand side of the 

road, which can be used for alternative parking. Access to the beat is then via the Usk Valley Walk pubic right 

of way. 

Parking at Chainbridge - Looking back towards the layby (left in the above image), note the access point to join 

the Usk Valley Walk public right of way on the right.

https://goo.gl/maps/r4X3kmxn17SpEdQs6
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asd 

8 River Wye - Boughrood 
The Boughrood beat is approximately 0.8mi (1.3km) in length and can be divided into 2 distinct 

sections - the Lower Beat and the Upper 'bedrock' Beat. 

 

8.1 Upper Beat 

The upper third of the beat consists of extensive bedrock through which the river has been cut very 

deeply and, in places, has formed a narrow channel on the west side. This includes the well-known 

Chapel Catch Pool. The main channel can only be accessed by walking out across the bedrock. This is 

easy enough in low water but very dangerous at higher levels. Great care must be taken by all 

members as the bedrock itself has very deep pockets. 

8.2 Lower Beat 

The lower 0.3mi (0.4km) section (adjacent to the lower two fields) is some 70yd (64m) wide and is 

comparatively shallow. The main flow here braids into several discrete routes to provide considerable 

variation and opportunities. Opposite these lower two fields is Shrubbery Cottage. Guests are to note 






